
 
 

d_i 

Cervical Cancer 

Preventing Cervical Cancer—Jhpiego Innovates 
to Save Lives  

 
Cervical cancer is the second most common cancer in women worldwide, with 
500,000 new cases and 250,000 deaths reported each year. Approximately 80% of 
cases occur in developing countries,1 where more than 95% of women have never 
had a Pap test. Many of these cases can be avoided through early screening and 
treatment, and now also through vaccination against human papillomavirus (HPV), 
the virus that can lead to cervical cancer. 
 
For more than 10 years, Jhpiego has been working with developing countries 
worldwide to provide them with low-cost, effective solutions to help save women’s 
lives by preventing cervical cancer. Working with stakeholders and partners, Jhpiego 
pioneered the single visit approach (SVA), a unique, medically safe, acceptable and 
effective approach to cervical cancer prevention for low-resource settings. The SVA 
consists of visual inspection using vinegar or dilute acetic acid (VIA) to detect 
precancerous lesions on the cervix, followed by the offer for treatment using a 
freezing technique (cryotherapy), in the same visit. 
 
Jhpiego’s Approach to Cervical Cancer Prevention and Treatment 
An international health organization affiliated with The Johns Hopkins University, 
Jhpiego is recognized as a global leader in strengthening health systems for high-quality 
service delivery for women and families in low-resource settings. Using innovative 
approaches, Jhpiego puts research into practice to improve the health of women and 
families in the techical areas of maternal and newborn health, family planning and 
reproductive health, and prevention and treatment of HIV/AIDS and other infectious 
diseases. Within the field of reproductive health, cervical cancer prevention in low-
resource settings is one of Jhpiego’s key areas of expertise.  
 
Jhpiego first conducted early clinical trials of VIA in Zimbabwe in 1995. 
Subsequently, we implemented projects to assess the safety, acceptability, feasibility 
and effectiveness of the SVA and found that it is a cost-effective intervention that can 
be practically implemented in low-resource settings. Jhpiego has since provided 
technical assistance to establish and scale up cervical cancer prevention programs in 
Ghana, Guyana, Indonesia, Malawi, Philippines, South Africa and Thailand, and has 
participated in advocacy initiatives in Ethiopia, Kenya, Mozambique, Nepal, Peru 
and Tanzania. In partnership with the International Planned Parenthood 
Federation/Western Hemisphere Region (IPPF-WHR), we also conducted an 
orientation activity in Guatemala for IPPF affiliates from Bolivia, Brazil, Dominican 
Republic, Guatemala, Haiti, Mexico and Peru.  

                                                 
1 Parkin MD, Bray F, Ferlay J, et al. 2005. Global cancer statistics, 2002. CA Cancer Journal for Clinicians 55(2): 74–108. 

“This new way of screening is 
good because it is saving me time 
and the money I do not have, 
my employer is not happy when 
we miss work for check-up, so 
now I don’t have to be screened 
today and come back another 
day for results.” 

— A client in Fochville clinic,  
South Africa 
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The first two women to access cryotherapy 
in Thailand. 



 
 
 
 

 

 

Jhpiego has developed training materials that have been 
adapted for use in a number of countries, and has 
conducted regional training courses in Asia and Africa. 
 
Jhpiego implements a comprehensive approach to cervical 
cancer programming with the following key components:  

 Policy and advocacy: raising awareness, galvanizing 
governments and funders to take action, and assisting in 
the development of policies and guidelines to support 
activities to prevent cervical cancer  

 Human resource development: developing training 
resources and conducting competency-based training 
for health care providers and supervisors  

 Service delivery: working with local stakeholders to 
build a sustainable service delivery system that addresses 
procurement, repair and maintenance of equipment; 
monitoring and evaluation; and supervision for 
consistent quality of services 

 Referral systems: strengthening linkages within the 
health system to ensure that women receive the 
appropriate follow-up and treatment 

 Outreach and education: developing culturally 
appropriate materials for community education and 
mobilization, and training community outreach 
workers to effectively promote screening 

 
To date, cervical cancer prevention efforts have been focused 
on the general population. A specific focus on HIV-positive 
women represents a new frontier. Globally, an estimated 50% 
of adults infected with HIV are women, and these women 
have higher incidence, greater prevalence and longer 
persistence of HPV infection. Consequently, they also have a 
higher risk of developing precancerous lesions, and may have 
more rapid progression to cancer than women who are not 
HIV-infected.2 Building upon its vast experience in 
establishing and scaling up cervical cancer prevention 
programs, Jhpiego is currently working in the groundbreaking 

area of integration of these programs with existing HIV care and 
treatment services. 
 

Highlights from Jhpiego’s Cervical Cancer 
Portfolio 
Jhpiego has implemented cervical cancer prevention activities in 
12 countries, adapting programs to meet each setting’s unique 
needs, goals and resources. Following are selected highlights 
from this work:  

Thailand: In 2000, Jhpiego started working in four districts. By 
2008, the program had expanded to more than 100 districts in 
13 provinces, and is currently managed and funded entirely by 
the Royal Thai Government. As of 2008, over 500,000 women 
have been screened as a result of this program. 

Malawi: Between 2004 and 2006, Jhpiego worked closely with the 
Reproductive Health Unit of the Ministry of Health to implement a 
cervical cancer prevention program in public hospitals and health 
centers. More than 79 providers were trained, and services were 
established in 24 districts. Approximately 16,000 women were 
screened from 2004 to 2007. The program is currently funded by the 
Ministry of Health and it plans to expand services to additional 
facilities. 

Philippines: Jhpiego provided technical assistance to establish 
three pilot sites in 2006. Currently, nine sites are providing 
services, and approximately 15,000 women have been screened. 
The program also supported numerous advocacy efforts, and 
oriented more than 56 community outreach workers so that they 
could incorporate cervical cancer prevention messages during 
routine community outreach activities. The program is largely 
supported by local private and public sector funding.  

Guyana: Jhpiego in January 2009 has partnered with the 
Ministry of Health, Georgetown Public Hospital Corporation 
and OmniMed to pilot and subsequently scale up a 
comprehensive cervical cancer prevention program for HIV-
positive women. 

 
2 Evander M, Edlund K, Gustafsson A, et al. 1995. Human papillomavirus infection is transient in young women: A population-based cohort 
study. Journal of Infectious Diseases 171: 1026–1030; Parham GP, et al. 2006. Prevalence and predictors of squamous intraepithelial lesions 
of the cervix in HIV-infected women in Lusaka, Zambia. Gynecologic Oncology 103: 1017–1022. 
 

 

Jhpiego is a founding member of the Alliance for Cervical Cancer Prevention (ACCP), which has provided 
global leadership for advocacy and research in prevention of cervical cancer in low-resource settings. 
 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


